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not be helped. But at least evasion among the states, and
evasion by one spouse at the cost of the other, would be
eliminated. With a two years' residence, or even a period, of
one year, strictly observed, any intention of obtaining divorce
under the conditions is immaterial. Besides, very few individ-
uals are able to change their local connections completely and
to maintain their new center of private and business life during
such a time merely to gain a divorce. Not every necessary im-
provement, of course, can be accomplished by such a measure
alone j perhaps this is the reason why the uniform drafts have
not appeared to attract sufficiently active support to accomplish
a general reform. Where the parties are actually domiciled
in two different states, the adequate method of dealing with
the case is not to apply the statute of either state, but rather
to apply that of the last common domicil. This suggestion
should be appreciated by future European legislators.
Whether it could be brought into the structure of the Ameri-
can statutory systems might be a matter of discussion.
More important, however, are reforms in the field of
domestic divorce practice. They are prerequisites also of a
better and sounder system of reciprocal recognition of foreign
decrees.